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The New Britain Museum of American Art&rsquo;s founding in 1903 entitles the institution to be  designated the first
museum of strictly American art in the country. That year, a $20,000 gift of  gold bonds to the museum&rsquo;s former
parent, the New Britain Institute, from industrialist John  Butler Talcott, created funds to purchase &ldquo;modern oil
paintings.&rdquo; Subsequent purchases, with  advice from New York museums and galleries, further defined
&ldquo;modern&rdquo; to mean American  works of art, now numbering more than 5,000.
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