New Britain Museum of American Art

Current Exhibitions

Current
Upcoming
Recently off the Wall

Holiday Decorations
Dec. 4, 2013-Jan. 5, 2014

The Museum's halls will be decked with creatively themed trees, the centerpiece being a Hawaiian Christmas Tree in the
lobby to complement and celebrate the exhibition Aloha: Hawaiian Art and Artifacts from the Sullivan Collection. The
ArtLab will host a Kwanzaa Tree by artist and docent Loretta Eason. A Paint Brush Tree in the Impressionism Gallery will
celebrate the Impressionist's love of paint and color. In the Benton Gallery an interpretive tree will help bring the murals
to life. And, in homage to our contemporary artists, visitors will find a pink Martin Kline-inspired tree in the Contemporary
Gallery. Not to leave out the culinary arts, the Café on the Park will feature a Recipe Swap Tree. Yes, leave one of your
favorite recipes and take a new one to try.

Also on view, the Moser Library will be dressed in traditional Victorian Christmas splendor thanks to artist Ken Adams,
and the Beth El Temple of West Hartford will put up a Hanukkah Display in the Stanley Works Center.

Thanks go to the Holiday Decorating Committee Ken Adams, Manon-Lu Christ, Lydia Dyson, Ellen Fisher, Wendy
Kirkland, and Carol Shimelman.
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Joseph Nawahi, View of Hilo Bay, Hawaii, detail, ca 1868&ndash;70, Oil on canvas, 20 x 36 in., Collection of
Melinda and Paul Sullivan.

Aloha: Hawaiian Art and Artifacts from the Sullivan Collection
Nov. 30, 2013&ndash;Mar. 2, 2014
Low Illustration Gallery ends April 27, 2014
Opening Reception
2 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 8, 2013
Remarks at 2:30 p.m.

Traveling nearly 5,000 miles from Hawaii to the New Britain Museum of American Art, the Sullivan Collection will present
a cross section of the culture, beauty, and history of the Islands of Aloha. Despite the geographical distance between
Connecticut and Hawaii, the two states' histories intertwined beginning in the 1820s, when many Connecticut missionary
families such as the Lymans, Coans, Cookes, Wilcoxes, and Baldwins came to the Islands.

Longtime Museum benefactors Melinda and Paul Sullivan have carefully collected works from a wide range of artists,
mediums, and contexts over the years. Selections from their extensive holdings of historical and contemporary works
include paintings, works on paper, furniture, and crafts spanning over two centuries of Hawaii&rsquo;s vibrant history.

Eighteenth-century engravings by John Webber (1751&ndash;1793) depict the islands as they appeared when English
explorer Captain James Cook reached Hawaii in 1778. Other pieces also capture the Western impression of the Islands,
but most celebrate the state&rsquo;s natural beauty through the eyes of native artists.

One of the highlights of the Collection is a nineteenth-century oil painting by artist, politician, scholar and activist Joseph
N¯awahi (1842&ndash;1896). Although he received no formal art training, N¯awahi became the first Hawaiian-born artist
to paint in a naturalistic &ldquo;Western&rdquo; style.

Other treasures such as quilts made in the traditional Hawaiian style, furniture crafted of native Koa wood and shell
necklaces from the remote island of Niihau will also be on display. Visitors will have the opportunity to travel through
more than 200 years of history, as well as become acquainted with artists living and working in the Aloha State today.

Selections from the Sullivan Collection offer a rare glimpse into the art and history of the Islands of Aloha
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Maurice Sendak, Wild Thing & Max, late 60's early 1970's, Ink & watercolor on paper, 20 1/2 x 16 1/2 in., original
illustration Private collection, Edward T. Long Circa

Maurice Sendak
Nov. 9, 2013&ndash;Feb. 9, 2014
Opening Reception
5:30-7:00 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 9, 2013

Maurice Sendak will be comprised of 65 works, culled to commemorate the 50th anniversary of Sendak&rsquo;s beloved
Where the Wild Things Are. It will explore the creative genius of a man who gave form, in words and images, to the fierce
power of children&rsquo;s imagination. Original works will be complemented by quotes from 50 prominent individuals
such as Tom Hanks, President Barak Obama and Theodor Geisel (Dr. Seuss). Also in the gallery will be a film,
documentaries, a reading table for children and families, and an interactive art-making area.

The exhibition will be grouped in four themes and will examine:

Where the Wild Things Are: From Pages to Stages and Screens: Original book illustrations, limited-edition lithographs,
and sculpture; opera set design drawings; movie concept sketches

&ldquo;A book is a book is a book": Illustrations for The Sign at Rosie&rsquo;s Door, Pierre, In the Night Kitchen, Little
Bear, and more

Cover to Cover; Wall to Wall: Magazine covers, original posters, prints and more (Including art for The Rolling Stone,
American Ballet, the Brooklyn Children&rsquo;s Museum and Children&rsquo;s Book Week)
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STAGECRAFT: 50 Years of Design at Hartford Stage
Oct. 2&ndash;Dec. 15, 2013
Opening Reception
5:30-8 p.m., Friday, Nov. 1, 2013
Remarks at 6 p.m.

In celebration of Hartford Stage&rsquo;s 50th Anniversary Season, STAGECRAFT consists of a selection of costumes,
props and scenic elements from the company&rsquo;s extensive collection. A hallmark of the theatre&rsquo;s work is the
quality of the work that appears on stage, all of which is built here in Hartford. Scores of locally based artists,
craftspeople, and technicians created these pieces to animate the visions of some of the world&rsquo;s most prominent
theatrical designers.

Hartford Stage has earned many of the nation&rsquo;s most distinguished awards, including a Tony Award for
Outstanding Regional Theatre, the Margo Jones Award for Development of New Works, OBIE awards, and two New
York Critics Circle Awards, and has produced nationally renowned titles, including the New York transfers of Enchanted
April, The Gershwin&rsquo;s Fascinating Rhythm, The Carpetbagger&rsquo;s Children, The Orphans' Home Cycle, Tea
at Five and Resurrection (Through the Night).

&ldquo;We are thrilled to partner with Hartford Stage to celebrate 50 years of great theater and community
service,&rdquo; said Douglas Hyland, Director of New Britain Museum. &ldquo;And to offer this treasure to the public
makes this project a stunning example of a collaborative effort between two of Hartford areas anchor institutions.

Fern Berman, Architecture 101, detail, 1999, C-Print on Somerset Velvet 330 gsm paper, 30 x 20 in., New Britain
Museum of American Art

Fern Berman (b. 1958), Man in the Moon, 2011, C-print on Somerset Velvet 330 gsm paper, 42 x 28 in.,
Collection of the artist

NEW/NOW: Fern Berman
Sept. 21, 2013&ndash;Jan. 5, 2014
Opening Reception
2-3:30 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 22, 2013
http://www.nbmaa.org
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Remarks at 2:30 p.m.

Brilliant color, almost meditative compositions and illusory textures reveal a photographer who &ldquo;paints&rdquo; with
her camera. Connecticut-based photographer Fern Berman finds beauty in unexpected places: a swatch of flaking paint,
a splash of Venetian red, words of faded graffiti or an ancient weathered rooftop. Approximately twenty of her
photographs, whose emotive color owes a &ldquo;great debt&rdquo; to painters such as Franz Marc, Mark Rothko,
Vasily Kandinsky, and Paul Klee, will be on view in NEW/NOW: Fern Berman.

Berman&rsquo;s interest in abstraction, color relationships and expression through de-materialization and decay
rests on patient observation and extended contemplation of her chosen subject. Whether viewed as a group or
individually at close range, her photographs pose the question: does Berman imbue the subject with mystery and
emotion through her distinctive vision, or is she simply revealing the layers of what is already there? As Tracey
O&rsquo;Shaughnessy of Republican-American has observed, &ldquo;Perhaps that&rsquo;s [her] way of reminding us
how each of us lays a thin layer of ourselves which ultimately erodes to reveal something earlier and more atavistic. Or
perhaps it&rsquo;s a reminder that corrosion itself is a kind of beauty. More than likely, though, it is the
photographer&rsquo;s gentle nudge to encourage us to look a little closer to see radiance in the neglected, moldering
architecture that defines our lives.&rdquo;

Born in Brooklyn, New York, in 1958, Berman studied photography at the Art Institute of Boston and the School of
Visual Arts in New York City. In addition to the New Britain Museum of American Art, her work is represented in the
collections of Wesleyan University, the Buhl Foundation, WNPR New Haven, and numerous other private collections.

Lisa Hoke, The Gravity of Color, New Britain, 2008, installation, Stephen B. Lawrence Fund and the Edwin Austin
Abbey Mural Fund of the National Academy of Design

Lisa Hoke, The Gravity of Color, New Britain (detail)
Lisa Hoke: The Gravity of Color
May 28, 2008 (beginning)

Following a national competition for the honor, artist Lisa Hoke of New York City has been commissioned to
create a new installation for the NBMAA at the top of the LeWitt Staircase leading from the first to second floor of the
Museum. Her work on the colorful multi-media artwork will begin May 28 and will be completed by the end of June.
Hoke is a 2008 recipient of a fellowship sponsored by the Edwin Austin Abbey Endowment at the National
Academy Museum and School of Fine Arts. More than 50 artists from throughout the U.S. submitted proposals for the
project, coordinated in conjunction with NBMAA Director Douglas Hyland. A panel of six judges reviewed applications for
the project, including three Museum representatives -- Hyland, NBMAA Chairman Timothy McLaughlin and Trustee Linda
Cheverton-Wick.
Hoke&rsquo;s work will replace The Eye, an installation created by Stephen Hendee in 2006 for the opening of
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the Chase Family Building.
Hoke is known for the innovative use of &ldquo;found&rdquo; materials in her work. Her NBMAA installation will
be created with clear plastic cups coated with vibrantly colored paints, as well as new and vintage opaque paper cups
found through a variety of sources.
Each of thousands of cups will be attached to Museum walls with a grommet, or glued, creating a breathtaking,
jewel-like visual impact with swirls of color and texture. During her installation, Hoke will work with several assistants to
choreograph the work from the wall at the top of the staircase, around the windows and up the inner wall next to the
staircase as it extends to the second floor.
Hoke&rsquo;s installation, like Stephen Hendee&rsquo;s work The Eye, is a temporary piece which will be
replaced in two to five years by another commissioned work of art. Hoke has created similar installations for other U.S.
museums.
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